
Happy Holidays!
Can it be that time of the year already?  Ready or not, the holiday season is upon us.  It just doesn’t seem 
possible that our summer season has ended nearly four months ago.  Rather than complaining about how fast 
time goes by, we prefer to look at it this way: there’s only six months until camp opens again!  Now 

that is something to get excited about!

At first glance, camp appears to be rather quiet.  All but a few leaves have fallen from their trees, and as we walk 
around the camp, it looks and feels more like winter than fall.  But, don’t be fooled by appearances, there is a lot going 
on.  Winter maintenance projects are underway and our spring work list is getting longer with each passing day.

Remember to mark your calendar, this year’s Winter 
Reunion is scheduled for Sunday, January 21st from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Once again, it will be held at 
Sportime USA in Elmsford, New York.  We can’t wait and 
hope to see you there!

Name the Skate Park
Contest
Our Name the Skate Park Contest has blown up!  The 
number of suggestions we received has been staggering.  
Suggestions have come from current campers, alumni, 
counselors, senior staff members, 
and even, former staff members.  
We had no idea a contest to name 
the skate park would garner so 
much interest.
The suggestions we received ran 
the gamut from the mild to the wild.  
Some were quite snappy, some 
rhymed, others had us scratching 
our heads because they made no 
sense at all.  Nevertheless, we had 
a lot of fun reading through the list of possible names but no 
matter how hard we tried we could not agree on a winning 
name.  We are, therefore, asking for help from our camp-
ers, staff members, and parents once again.  Vote for your 
favorite name.  Our top four skate park names are listed 
below:

1. Thunderdome
2. The Swamp
3. Area 51
4. Valhalla

Vote by sending an email to info@lakegreeley.com using the 
subject, Skate Park.  Votes will be accepted through Decem-
ber 31, 2017.  Have your voice heard, vote today!

Camp Projects
Since the end of our summer camp season, much of the 
maintenance staff’s efforts have been preparing the camp 
for winter.  Having completed storing equipment and activity 
supplies, in addition to winterizing all the camper cabins and 
staff quarters, their attention is now focused on the improve-
ments being made to the camp for the upcoming summer.

Adventure
The plywood climbing surface on both the bouldering wall 
and the 24 ft. wall are being replaced.  Work crews have 
already begun removing the old surfaces.  Before the new 
surfaces are attached, they will be configured to accommo-
date as many as 16 hold locations for each 4 ft. x 8 ft. sheet 
of plywood.  Having such a high number of hold locations is 
important as they will allow a multitude of different courses to 
be set by the Adventure staff.  New climbing holds are also 
being purchased.
The addition of another high ropes element as well as the 
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The Winter Reunion is by far the most anticipated off-season camp event of 
the year.  Coming together as a camp after months of being apart is exhila-
rating for everyone; campers, staff members, and parents.  Simply put, it is 
amazing!
This year’s reunion will be held on January 21st from 10:00 a.m. to      
1:00 p.m. at Sportime USA.
Located in Elmsford, New York, Sportime USA is an indoor amusement 
center that is huge, 24,000 sq. ft., that’s nearly twice the size of the 
gymnasium at camp.  It’s filled wall-to-wall with games and amuse-
ments that will make your mouth drool, and the whole place has 
been reserved exclusively for Lake Greeley Camp.  That’s right, all 
that Sportime USA has to offer is ours for the entire three hours!

During the reunion we have unlimited use of:
• amusement rides: bumper cars, Himalaya roller coaster, mini-

twister, and the brand new super fly
• Lasertron laser tag - 3,000 sq. ft. glow-in-the-dark arena
• 24 ft. climbing wall
• batting cages
• 3 level indoor playground filled with slides, climbing mazes, and ball pits
• 150 arcade games - each camper gets an unlimited use arcade card
• XD Theater - a 4 dimensional interactive ride

There is so much more to this reunion than just fun and games.  It is a great 
opportunity to get together with your friends from the summer, catch up on 
what’s been happening since the end of camp and reminisce about the great 
times we shared this past summer.  We’ll be serving bagels, donuts, and 
juice in our party room throughout the reunion, present a slide 
show of pictures we’ve taken from last summer, and even hold a 
Lucky Lotto raffle drawing.  It’s guaranteed FUN!
For more information on Sportime USA including driving directions, 
visit their website at www.sportimeusa.com.
There’s no charge to attend the winter reunion, and it is open to 
Lake Greeley Camp campers from previous summers and new 
campers who are enrolled for the 2018 summer, their siblings and, 
of course, parents.
Lake Greeley Camp staff members will be present at Sportime 
USA during the reunion.  We, however, recommend that a parent or adult 
guardian accompany all campers to the reunion and remain at Sportime 
USA.  Parents can relax and enjoy a coffee and free Wi-Fi in the adult’s 
lounge inside Sportime USA.  We’ll make sure you get a raffle ticket too!
Registration for the winter reunion is required.  You can reg-
ister two ways: online directly from the Lake Greeley Camp’s 
Winter Reunion webpage at www.lakegreeley.com/about/
winter.html or you can download the registration form at 
www.lakegreeley.com/forms/reunionregistration.pdf.  If you 
download the registration form, please return the completed 
form to the Moscow, Pennsylvania office by mail or fax at 
(570) 842-0410.  All registration forms must be submitted no 
later than January 16th.

See you at Sportime USA on January 21st for the Winter 
Reunion!

Winter Reunion
Sunday, January 21, 2018



installation of a second side to the 40’ climbing tower are 
being discussed with the challenge course builders from 
Wilderness Way.

Lake Activities
Midway through the summer we received unfortunate news, 
the water trampoline had sprung a leak that could not be 
repaired.  Specialists from Rave Sports attempted to patch 
the trampoline, but their attempts were unsuccessful and 
a replacement was not available until well after camp had 
ended.  Rest assured campers, a new 25 ft. water trampo-
line has been ordered and will join our other, very popular 
inflatables, the rock n’ slide and both Whoosh water mats, on 
Lake Greeley’s waterfront this summer.

Pool
The fence around the pool, all 500 ft., is being replaced.  
While not the most exciting improvement being made at the 
camp, it is still quite important.

Regardless of the time of the year, there are always a main-
tenance project being worked on or an improvements being 
made.  We will keep you posted with the progress of these 
projects and when new ones begin.

SWB RailRiders 2018
The 2017 baseball season was another successful cam-
paign for the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders, reaching the 
International League Governors’ Cup Championship Series 
for the second straight year.  Despite playing with grit and 
determination, the RailRiders were unfortunately defeated by 
the Durham Bulls, losing the series 3 games to 1.
Each summer, we have enjoyed attending RailRiders base-
ball games and watching future superstars like Aaron Judge 
and Gary Sanchez.  With the added motivation of reclaiming 
the Governors’s Cup, we can only imagine how exciting the 
RailRiders are going to be this season.
The Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders have released their 
2018 schedule and we have already reserved tickets for the 
following games:

• June 29th vs. Pawtucket Red Sox  (Boston)
• July 14th vs. Rochester Red Wings  (Minnesota)
• August 2nd vs. Charlotte Knights  (Chicago)
• August 13th vs. Indianapolis Indians  (Cleveland)

RailRiders baseball games are an optional activity for camp-
ers entering the 5th grade and older.  Games are played at 
PNC Field in Moosic, Pennsylvania, where every seat has 
a great view of the field.  The cost of each game is $40.00.  
Price includes a ticket for the game, round-trip transporta-
tion, and a $10.00 voucher for dinner at the stadium.
Prior registration is required.  You can register for these 
games online from your CampInTouch account or you can 
download the registration form from the Forms webpage on 
Lake Greeley Camp’s website.

Staff Highlight
In 2000, James Dragonetti applied for a senior staff posi-
tion at Lake Greeley Camp.  What distinguished James 
from other applicants was his considerable experience in a 
variety of sports and activities, a diverse set of skills, and a 
strong work ethic.  When he accepted the position as Senior 
Boy’s Division Director, no one could have imagined that this 
seasonal position would turn into such a valued, long-term 
relationship with the camp and the Buynak family.
An alumnus of Springfield College, James attended the Mas-
sachusetts’ college between 1978-1982 pursuing a degree in 
Education.  He was a member of the men’s gymnastics team 
for all four years competing on the pommel horse, vault, 
parallel bars, and high bars.  In 1982, James’ achievements 
on the parallel bars were recognized as he was named by 
the NCAA as a Division II All-American.
In 1984, James returned to New Jersey and began his 
career as an educator at Toms River High School teaching 
Physical Education.  During 
the summers months, he would 
travel to Bermuda and for ten 
years taught gymnastics at the 
Bermuda Gymnastics Associa-
tion in Bermuda, directing the 
program for the last five.  In 
2004, he earned the certifica-
tions necessary and began 
teaching Technology Education 
at the Toms River Intermediate School, a position he cur-
rently holds.  During his tenure, James has also coached the 
girl’s gymnastics team, tennis team, and girls’s softball team.
In addition, James has also worked as a lifeguard, is a USTA 
certified tennis instructor, avid woodworker, and an accom-
plished motorcycle mechanic.
Summer camp is a family affair for the Dragonetti family as 
James’ wife, Jeannine, and three children, Eric, Nicola, and 
Jason, all accompanied him to Lake Greeley Camp for his 
first summer.  All three children continued to attend camp 
until they were third-year seniors.  Nicola participated in the 
camp‘s Leaders In Training program and has been a mem-
ber of the counselor staff for the past three years.  Jeannine 
also worked five summers as a valued senior staff member.
Campers will recognize James as the Assistant Director 
who welcomes them into the Dining Hall and announces 
what is on the menu at the beginning of each meal.  What 
these campers don’t see is the contribution James and his 
family have made to Lake Greeley Camp over the past 18 
summers.  Lake Greeley Camp is a year-round vocation 
for James.  Each year he attends our Winter Reunion and 
Spring Open Houses, and has regularly attended staff train-
ing workshops.  His continual evaluation of our camp proce-
dures and methods has made camp better.  His mentoring 
of counselors has improved their skills and deepened their 
appreciation for the position they hold, and his supervision of 
the activities he loves has put them on a par that few other 
summer camps can match.

Camp Projects continued from page 1



Happy Birthday...
to all of our campers and staff members who
celebrate birthdays in November and December!
Hayley Asai, Serena Berman, Lily Botts, Adrien Buttier, 
Alvaro Calvo-Sotelo, Hailey Eldon, Madelyn Epstein, Sloan 
Epstein, Isabelle Gerhart, Ava Groth, Annabel Haake, So-
phia Hofmann, Josephine Howard, Reilly Kelley, Caroline 
Langford, Hannah Lee, Yi Ran Li, Andrew Martin, Donovan 
McNamara, Luke Menger, Nicki Michailides, Jack Perrucci, 
Antons Pigoznis, Vann Pineault, Geoffrey Pritchard, Kiefer 
Rhoades, Molly Rittinger, Lauren Schultz, Jack Spencer, Rai 
Takamoto, Alexandra Ventura, Charles White, John Bianco, 
Drew Boursheski, Morgan Dyer, Romy Geuze, Paul Hodges, 
Olivia Jackson, Rafal Kot, Mollie Matzkin, Tiarnan McGuckin, 
Luke Warpus, Rida Ali, Juan Pablo Aznar, Mark Berberena, 
Jaiden Berger, Chiara Boye, Hailey Brooks, Andres Calvo-
Sotelo, Lauren Castro, Robert Cipriano, Claire Daniel, Molly 
Davis, Kate Galazommatis, Daniel Giraldo, Mattingly Glazer, 
Paul Gonzalez, Molly Gratzon, Jessica Hendel, Anastasiia 
Ivaniuk, Oleg Ivlev, Anatole Josso, Kathryn Koleto, Kacper 
Lapinski, Anton Licamele, Bruno Licamele, Ethan Lipets, 
Robert Lynam, Olivia Martinez, Ava Matthews, Theo Meline, 
Soren Meyers, Isabella Montalvo, Susan Montgomery, Luke 
Natale, Lexi Pallone, Isabella Ramirez, Sofia Rivas, Sierra 
Roizman, Shane Ronan, Lucas Rossi, Olivia Ruth, Lucca 
Schmid, Christopher Sharry, Griff Soergel, Lily Steffensen, 
Lauren Stopper, Zachary Taouli, Adeliese Tauber, Noelle 
Valdinoto, Shohei Wakao, Wan Wen Xiao, Zi Yan Zhu, Zhi 
Ya Zhuang, Ling Xiao Zou, Margaret Buynak, Emily Clinton, 
Elizabeth Guido, Zoe Kelly, James Kennett, Harry Leach, and 
Karel Wija.

Make you day special, it only comes around once 
a year!

Summer Tournament 
Schedule
For campers who desire a little more competition than they 
experience through the camp’s daily program, intercamp 
games are the perfect outlet.  Played against other sum-
mer camps in the region, intercamp games are sporting 
events that provide campers with the opportunity to engage 
in healthy competition.  Our focus is never solely on win-
ning the event, rather good sportsmanship is promoted, the 
effort each camper makes is celebrated, and skills such as: 
tenacity, empathy, and the ability to win and lose gracefully 
are developed.
A companion to intercamp games are intracamp tourna-
ments.  These tournaments are played among Lake Greeley 
Camp campers at the camp typically during nonprogram 
times.  Participation in these tournaments is voluntary.   The 
tournament schedule has been set for the upcoming summer 
and is as follows:

Session 1  (June 24, 2018 - July 6, 2018)
3-on-3 Basketball
Ultimate Frisbee
The Jason Lyons Invitational Badminton Tournament

Session 2  (July 8, 2018 - July 21, 2018)
Flag Football
Beach Volleyball
The Masters - Golf Tournament

Session 3  (July 22, 2018 - August 3, 2018)
The Greeley Open - Tennis Tournament
Ping Pong
LGC Triathalon

Session 4  (August 5, 2018 - August 18, 2018)
Chess and Checkers
Newcomb
Kickball

The primary goal of intracamp tournaments is having fun, 
for both the campers who participate and those who sup-
port them and cheer for them.

Important Dates
 12/31/2017 - Enrollment Deadline
 1/21/2018 - Winter Reunion
 4/14/2018 - Open House - Spring Tours
 5/5/2018 - Open House - Spring Tours 
 6/24/2018 - Camp opens
 7/7/2018 - First Half Visiting Day
 7/21/2018 - First Half ends
 7/22/2018 - Second Half begins
 8/4/2018 - Second Half Visiting Day
 8/18/2018 - Last day of camp

Matt’s Facts of the Day
We know it has not been easy.  You have gone so long, 
months, without hearing Matt’s Facts of the Day.  So, here 
are his top two facts for the month of December.  Campers, 
remember to clap twice and say, “Facts!” after you read each 
of the following facts!

Fact #1 - A rainbow can be seen only in the morning or late 
afternoon.  It can occur only when the sun is 40 degrees or 
less above the horizon.
Fact #2 - As the metal facing the sun heats up and expands, 
the top of the Eiffel Tower will move, leaning away from the 
sun, as much as 7 inches.


